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Dear Reader 
 

Harbour Icebreaker s/s Turso has a 
prestigious and unique history. It is 
the only remaining Finnish vessel 
handed over to the Soviet Union as 
part of war reparation. The vessel 
was commissioned by the city of 
Helsinki and its construction was 
completed during the war years at the 
Wärtsilä Shipyard in Helsinki. The 
chief designer of the vessel was the 
legendary designer of icebreakers, K. 
Albin Johansson. Turso's historic 
value is heightened by the fact that it 
remains to be steam-powered. 

 

IT IS NATURALLY WONDERFUL that the vessel found by chance was after much 
effort finally gotten back to Finland with the help of Minister Aator Erkko. 
 
60 years of history in St. Petersburg has of course left its mark on the vessel but its 
steam engines and boilers are in good condition thanks to constant use. For the rest, 
the renovation and reconstruction work is rather challenging as is usually the case in 
similar projects.  
 
Work has continued almost constantly ever since the summer 2005, and it has been 
made possible by the financial aid of many supporters. The careful technical 
reconstruction of the vessel has required the professionality and tenacity of Esko 
Härö, responsible for the work, in order to carry out many daunting tasks. A group of 
steam engine aficionados as well as companies have been committed to the 
reconstruction and are helping in completing it. 
 
WE HAVE DECIDED to carry out the reconstruction as diligently as possible. In this 
way we have ensured the future of the vessel as a mobile museum and as the 
flagship of the fine Finnish steam fleet. Turso will participate in various naval events 
in our coastal towns and it will be used as a training vessel for the youth. 
 
IN THIS CONTEXT ON BEHALF OF OUR ASSOCIATION I WANT to thank all 
those who have enabled the project and assisted in carrying it forward. Our goal is to 
have Turso in driving condition in the coming summer. Reaching this goal, however, 
requires finding still new supporters. 
 
Our hope is that this material encourages everyone to be part of this unique project. 

 

   
Helsinki, January 17, 2008 
 
Pekka Snellman 
 
Harbour icebreaker S/S Turso, Chairman  
Finnish Steam Yacht Association, Commodore 

 Cover. 
Turso has returned to its 
old shipyard dock in 
Hietalahti in Helsinki. 
Photo. Matti Pietikäinen. 
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Turso was designed by a well-
known icebreaker designer K. 
Albin Johansson. Photo: Indav 
Oy. 
 

Turso is commissioned and built 
 
Turso's story begins on the 16th of July in 1942 when Wärtsilä Yhtymä Oy 
Hietalahti Shipyard and the port committee of Helsinki signed an agreement on 
building a port icebreaker for the city of Helsinki at the Hietalahti Shipyard. 
 
Much has happened before that moment, however. The port committee had 
noted that the towboat Hercules, that had remained in Helsinki as war booty in 
1918 and had been bought by the city of Helsinki, was too weak to assist 
vessels in winter conditions. 
 
ALREADY IN 1936, THE CITY OF HELSINKI had bought a 1,945 horsepower 
port icebreaker Otso built at the Hietalahti Shipyard, but in addition to it, a 
smaller towboat-icebreaker was needed. After Otso, under the leadership of 
the legendary icebreaker designer K. Albin Johansson, in the years 1938 - 
1939, the Hietalahti Shipyard had built for the Finnish Maritime Administration 
Finland's first diesel-powered icebreaker Sisu, which was the second one of its 
kind in the world, and the vessel now commissioned was a third smaller 
icebreaker after Otso and Sisu from the same designer and builder. 
 
The agreed machine power of the 36-metre long towboat-icebreaker was 750 
horsepower produced by a triple-expansion steam engine built by Wärtsilä. The 
original agreed price was 16.3 million Finnish Marks and the delivery was to 
happen in November of 1943. 
 

 

IN THE BUILDING CONTRACT OF THE VESSEL, there was a small 
clause typical of that exceptional time in history: "After agreeing with 
the customer, due to lack of pewter and other substances necessary 
for building the vessel, caused by the crisis period, the shipyard is 
entitled to use a separately defined substance called 
'Umstellmaterial'." 
 
According to the port committee annual report of 1944, the building of 
the vessel was delayed because of difficulties in availability of 
materials and lack of manpower so that it was launched only on the 
12th of January 1944, and its was named Turso. The vessel was 
sponsored by Mrs. Saima Hoppu, wife of Helsinki Port Authority 
Managing Director K.W. Hoppu. After the launch, the work 
progressed so rapidly that already on the 15th of March the shipyard 
was able to hand over the new vessel to the city of Helsinki, which 
paid a total of 18.5 million Finnish Marks for it, including index and 
other raises. 
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The launching, name giving and handover ceremonies were all in a news 
blackout, because none of the newspapers of the capital area mentioned a 
word about Turso in the period January - March that year. The first large-scale 
bombing of Helsinki took place the night between the 6th and the 7th of 
February, when Turso was at the shipyard dock in Hietalahti. Ports and 
shipyards were especially targeted and in Jätkäsaari, just a few hundred 
metres of Turso, Antares, a freighter of FÅA, was hit and had to be sunk in 
order to put out the fire. 
 
TURSO HANDOVER TEST DRIVE on the 15th of March was participated by 
representatives of the city of Helsinki; they were Mayor of Helsinki Antti 
Tulenheimo, City Director Erik von Frenckell, Real Estate Director J.W. Keto, 
City Director E. Moring, Commercial Counsellor I. Lindfors, Port Director K.W. 
Hoppu, Harbour Master J.A. Lehtonen and Director K. Albin Johansson. 
Wärtsilä Yhtymä was represented by Mining Counsellor Wilhelm Wahlforss 
and Shipyard Director Aug. Jansson, among others. The vessel departed from 
Hietalahti at 10.00 a.m. and the handover ceremony with flag changes 
climaxed on the way to Eteläsatama at 10.20 a.m. with three hurrah cheers. 
Turso broke easily the nine inch (23 cm) thick ice on Kruunuvuorenselkä. 

Turso hull a moment before 
launch. Photo. Indav Oy. 
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After launching, Turso was 
towed to the shipyard dock. 
The city's older towboat 
Hercules is on the left. Photo. 
Indav Oy. 

Turso working in Helsinki 
 
Turso's duties as port icebreaker were short-lived, because already on the 4th 
of December 1944 it had to stop working. In the period between the 15th of 
March and the 4th of December 1944, Turso worked 951 hours and according 
to the Port Authority annual report, it consumed 575 tons of coal. Turso 
assisted 372 vessels and delivered 411 tons of water to the vessels. 
 
At the time, Aaro Riikonen was a deck hand on Turso and still remembers 
vividly that restless summer. As a boy of 16 from Koskenpää, he followed the 
advice of his peers and went seeking for a job at Helsinki seaman's' 
employment office; he ended up a deck hand on Turso. 
 
Turso assisted and turned arriving and departing vessels in Länsisatama and 
Eteläsatama, as well as Suomenlinna. Even when moored, the ship was ready 
to leave at all times, with steam pressure on. A great number of large German 
freighters came and they unloaded war material. The harbour was full of 
German war ships, up to three of them moored side by side. The German anti-
aircraft guns started shooting immediately after an air raid alarm was heard. 
 
TURSO HAD SOME EXCITING moments, although they were not caused by 
the war operations. Once, a large German freighter had just been turned in 
Länsisatama and was about to depart. Turso was still hooked to the aft of the 
ship when the ship set its engines to pull forward. Turso was pulled sideways 
by the towline and tipped so that water rose to its deck before the crew 
managed to release the tow hook. 
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A German car ferry Marsk Stig was moored in Hietalahti to unload military 
vehicles and tanks through its bridle port on the 23rd of June, when a 
German man ran from the ferry to Turso and called out: "Telefon, telefon!" 
He telephoned somewhere, but it was too late: the car ferry turned slowly 
over to the bottom of the basin. It is likely that all the tanks had been 
unloaded from one side of the ferry and the vessel lost its balance and 
overturned. One side of the ferry remained visible about one metre above 
the surface. 
 
For those on Turso, it was exciting to watch the rescue work of the vessel. 
First the rescue company Neptun's crew cut holes on the side of the 
vessel to lift with great effort the tanks and vehicles off of the car deck. 
Then the holes were closed and a couple of large wooden poles were 
attached to the side, extending out of it. 
 
Three rescue vessels of Neptun and the navy lift vessel Mursu were there 
when an attempt was made to lift the vessel on its keel in the beginning of 
August. Only when Turso began pulling the rope attached to the end of 
the pole did things start happening. Giving in to Turso's horsepower, the 
Marsk Stig began slowly turning until it stood upright. Then, the vessel 
had to be empted by pumping. 
 
The vessel was floating again on the 10th of August and it was towed 
back to Germany. Marsk Stig later became the Finnish car ferry Viking 2. 

Turso in early spring 1944 in the ice 
outside of Helsinki. Photo. Indav 
Oy. 
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 Turso becomes war reparation 

 
After the Continuation War was over, Finland had to hand over its best 
commercial ships to the Soviet Union as war reparation. Of the total of 
104 vessels handed over, Turso was among the ten most valuable ships. 
 
The Merchant Shipping Guidance and Regulation Committee Kamerto of 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry period chartered Turso to Kronstadt for 
the use of the allied forces to be assisting traffic in Leningrad, starting on 
the 5th of December. 
 
On the 1st of January 1945, the ship committee of the Board of War 
Reparation Industry Soteva announced that Turso will be handed over to 
the Soviet Union as war reparation. The handover took place in Leningrad 
on the 8th of February and the dismissed 14 member crew of the vessel 
returned back to Finland lead by their chief Birger Malm. 
 
The city of Helsinki received 25 million Finnish Marks in compensation, 
but money did not help in the lack of a port icebreaker, which was finally 
obtained nearly five years later when the new diesel vessel Turso was 
completed. 
 
THE SOVIET UNION NAVIGATION AUTHORITIES considered Turso 
such a suitable type of vessel for their use that they added 20 pieces of 
Turso-type towboat-/port icebreakers of 600 horsepower to the list of new 
constructions of the war reparation agreement. 

Building the vessels naturally fell on Wärtsilä's 
Hietalahti shipyard, which focused on the massive 
construction effort with great diligence. 
 
Thanks to the prototype vessel, work started 
remarkably rapidly, and the first Turso-type new 
vessel was handed over to the Soviet Union on 
31st of August, 1945. 
 
Two more similar vessels were completed by the 
end of the same year. In the consecutive years, 
there were difficulties in getting from abroad the 
boards needed for assembling the hulls, but 
somehow the programme was completed and the 
last one of the 20 vessels was handed over to the 
Soviet Union in February of 1952. 
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In Leningrad by the name Taifun 
 
Turso visited Finland once more, but it was now called Taifun. On the 26th of July, 
the vessel arrived at Helsinki from Leningrad under command of Captain A.J. Kozlov 
in order to be demagnetized, and after two days it continued its voyage to Stockholm. 
From Stockholm, it made three trips to Tallinn, towing vessels used by the Estonian 
refugees. 
 
Taifun was handed over to Baltiskoye Morskoye Parohodstvo Shipping Company, 
known in the West as the Baltic Shipping Company. 
 
For decades, the vessel managed successfully the Leningrad port in difficult winter 
conditions. For this, it was awarded an honorary diploma by the Leningrad City 
Council Executive Committee for breaking the ice dams on the River Neva in several 
winters. This framed "gramota" is still onboard the vessel. 
 
DECADES of hard work had caused the outside of the Taifun to fall into bad repair. 
However, Captain Andrey Araratov, who had served as chief of the vessel, knew that 
the vessel and its steam engine were made well, and in 1995 he urged the newly 
founded Eco Phoenix Holding Company to get hold of the Taifun. 

 
Above and on the 
following page. Taifun 
busy with work in the 
port of Leningrad. 
Photos: SJTY and the 
private collection of 
Raimo Wirrankoski. 

 
 
 



   

  9
   

 

Ever since that time, under the leadership of Captain Araratov 
and Chief Engineer Vladislav Solomeniuk, the vessel had been 
renovated with piety so that the vessel and its steam engine 
were in good repair and it had been preserved almost in its 
original state all the way to the coal-powered Högfors stove. 
 
THE VESSEL WAS ON DUTY CONTINUOUSLY all year 
round in the port of St. Petersburg and its vicinity in different 
towing and oil prevention tasks. The most significant changes 
over the years were changing from coal to oil in 1962, and after 
that moving the mast forward and replacing the lifeboat with a 
life raft in 1988. 

 
The honorary diploma 
awarded the Taifun for 
breaking the ice dams of the 
River Neva. 

 
Eco Phoenix Holding Company PLC's entire operation is based on oil: it 
delivers fuel oil to its own vessels, receives oily bilge water, performs oil 
prevention and cleans oil tanks. The Taifun had the readiness to have two 
floating surface oil skimmers attached to it in the summertime. 
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Turso is found 
 
Turso was found when Managing Director Tommy Vertti started business 
negotiations with Eco Phoenix Holding in 2002. Vertti was told that the company has 
an old Finnish towboat that currently was named the Taifun. 
 
As a former sailor and steam engine master, Vertti was interested in it and got hold 
of some papers, in which the towboat's earlier name was said to be Tirse. The 
vessels 36-metre length meant that this was no ordinary towboat. After seeing the 
Wärtsilä Shipyard plate attached to the wall of the vessel he was convinced: Turso 
was found! 
 
VERTTI TOOK IT TO HEART to get the vessel back to Finland. His friend, Sea 
Captain Antero Sala helped him, studying in the spring of 2003 the vessel's history, 
ownership, physical condition and legal requirements for getting it to Finland. This 
study was funded by the Regional Council of Kymenlaakso and Yrityspalvelu Oy of 
the Kotka-Hamina area. 
 
Several companies, individuals and some cities have been interested in Turso, but 
sufficient financial base and long-term commitment to taking care of the vessel 
seemed difficult to find. Tommy Vertti did not loose faith, but continued negotiating 
with Eco Phoenix until a sudden attack of illness killed him in the autumn of 2003. 

Tommy Vertti, the father 
of Turso's recovery in 
the engine room of the 
Taifun. Photo. Matti 
Pietikäinen. 
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Negotiating on Taifun's deck in the 
summer of 2003. Photo. Matti 
Pietikäinen. 

 
ANTERO SALA CONTINUED keeping in touch with the Finnish parties 
who were interested in the vessels and asked Eco Phoenix to be patient. 
The vessel should not under any circumstances be sold as scrap. In early 
spring 2007, the issue was finally resolved in a positive way. At this stage, 
the Finnish Steam Yacht Association and its commodore Pekka Snellman 
were actively supporting Sala. Minister Aatos Erkko, who had already 
studied thoroughly the vessel and its history, offered to donate the vessel 
to an association to be founded for that purpose. Sala worked as a 
mediator between the buyer and the seller and on the 21st of April 2004 
the Eco Phoenix accepted the offered price and other conditions. The 
deed was signed on the 21st of July in 2004. 
 

BEFORE THIS, on the 19th of May in 2004, the Port 
Icebreaker S/S Turso Association had been founded. The 
Finnish Steam Yacht Association, Ship Historical Society 
of Finland, Kvaerner Masa-Yards Ltd and Minister Aatos 
Erkko were members of the association. Commodore 
Pekka Snellman of the Finnish Steam Yacht Association 
was appointed chairman of the board of the association. 
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In August 2005, the Taifun arrives 
at Mustola in Lappeenranta. Flag 
changing was done ceremoniously. 
Photos: Raimo Wirrankoski. 
 

Turso returns to Finland 
 
There was celebration in the air on the 6th of August 2004 when, driven 
by a Russian crew the Taifun arrived at the Mustola canal port in 
Lappeenranta with a puff of smoke. That same day in wonderful weather, 
the vessel was ceremonially handed over and its flag was changed. 
 
Because the vessel had not yet been inspected in Finland, it was towed 
under the Finnish flag to Laitaatsilta shipyard in Savonlinna. The very first 
renovation tasks were done in Laitaatsilta, and the vessel was stripped of 
extra items and preparations for the Taifun to lay over the winter at the 
shipyard dock were begun. Esko Härö, a versatile talent in steam ships 
took responsibility over the renovation work. 

TURSO WAS GIVEN ITS OLD NAME in Laitaatsilta 
Steam Yacht Regatta on the 2nd of October. 
Naturally, Minister Aator Erkko was the supporter of 
the vessel. Preparing for frost, the boilers and the 
piping was emptied by blowing, the engine and boiler 
rooms were equipped with electric heaters and the 
sea valves with a heating cable. 
 
The winter was spent sending tender documents to 
various shipyards in order to begin the great 
renovation of Turso the following summer. The offer 
of Päijät-Steel Ltd shipyard in Isnäs in Pernaja won 
the tender, not only due to its price but also because 
it offered an opportunity to contribute to those who 
were willing to work for free. 
 
All the required official inspections were done in 
Savonlinna in the spring of 2005. On the 24th of May, 
the vessel was included in the Historic Ship Register 
of the National Board of Antiquities, an event that 
offered an opportunity to apply for funding from the 
Ministry of Education for renovation purposes in the 
future. 
 
TURSO LEFT Laitaatsilta on the 8th of June in 2005, 
operated by its own crew, and reached the sea 
through Saimaa Canal; after a few incidences, it 
reached Isnäs and on the 11th of June it was moored 
at the shipyard dock. 
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Captain Araratov leaving the Taifun in 
Lappeenranta. Photo. Raimo Wirrankoski. 

Minister Aator Erkko rechristened the 
Turso in October 2004. Photo. Kimmo 
Ruuskanen. 
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After rechristening, the Turso made 
a ceremonial cruise on the waters 
of Savonlinna. Photo. Kimmo 
Ruuskanen. 

Turso's renovation in Isnäs in Pernaja
 
Renovation work at the shipyard began quickly after the Turso had arrived 
at Isnäs. First the vessel was emptied of a lot of things that had not 
belonged to it originally; these were various items left by the previous 
owner. Next, the actual metal work began by flame cutting off the collision 
bulkheads and bulwark, and a considerable amount of welded supports, 
pipes and other equivalent iron scrap of a total of over 20 tons. 
 
Although the bulkhead and bulwark had been rebuilt in Russia, they were 
very battered. Instead of repairing them, it was better to dismantle them 
altogether and rebuild them to correspond the original structure. 
 
In addition to that, large electric boxes, mast and other "devices" installed 
on deck in Russia were removed. Flame cutting and other dismantling 
work accumulated to over 1,000 hours, which gives an idea of the scope 
of the demolition. 
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The coaming of the bridge that had been narrowed in Russia, was 
restored to its original dimensions, and the new mast was placed in 
its original place in the rear end of the bridge. The tow arc and the 
lifeboat with davit were restored to their original state. 
 
The heavy steel doors installed on the vessel were replaced by 
wooden doors in the original style. The goal was to have all the 
metal work on the hull and outer deck completed before the actual 
docking. 

 
Turso being renovated in Isnäs in Pernaja 
2005 - 2006. Photos: Matti Pietikäinen. 
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The new bulwark has been welded and 
wings of the bridge have been restored in 
their original state. After priming began the 
painting of the hull in correct colours. 
Photos: Matti Pietikäinen. 

  
Dismantling and cleaning in the engine room and boiler room 
showed that the entire piping had to be inspected and a large 
number of pressure pipes needed replacing or repair.  
 Most of the machine units and steam valves needed servicing 
and part of them had to be replaced. Much work was expected to 
be found in the engine room and they were the focus after the 
measures on the outside had been completed. Cleaning and 
washing the engine spaces and paint removal was partly slow and 
difficult, and included removing oil from the bilge and various tanks 
as well as cleaning them. 
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The different blocks and tanks of 
the vessel contained large amounts 
of oily water, most of which was 
removed. Ekokem sponsored our 
project by removing and disposing 
of problem waste. Electricity on the 
vessel was rather confusing: cables 
were running this way and that 
without any idea of the whole, not 
to mention safety. Old electrification 
had to be removed and the new 
one designed and built. This was 
the best way to reach electric 
safety and functionality. 
 
Cleaning and renovating interiors 
and various storage spaces was in 
itself a sizeable project. 

Esko Härö has been responsible 
for the renovation of the Turso. 
Photo. Matti Pietikäinen. 

 
The fore saloon and the adjacent cabin were combined in order to create 
a slightly larger meeting room. There is a large unused space in the fore 
peak, which can be later turned into additional accommodation. 
 
THE AGE OF THE VESSEL AND ITS USE IN RUSSIA as well as lack of 
maintenance and the way the repairs had been carried out made sure that 
the project was quite challenging. There was much more work to be done 
on the Turso than had originally been expected, a typical phenomenon in 
renovation projects. It was decided, however, that all work would be done 
as carefully and the renovation as accurately as it was possible in 
practice. 
 
The renovation was made considerably easier by the fact that the 
Maritime Museum of Finland gave over 100 original drawings to be 
copied. In accordance with the agreement signed with the shipyard, the 
vessel could stay in Isnäs till the summer of 2006, which allowed the 
repair and renovation work to proceed in correct order. The order of 
procedure could be freely modified as the project progressed without 
incurring extra expenses. 
 
As is often true of repairing old things, also on the Turso, the work proved 
to be larger in scope than was expected. Some time consuming and 
expensive surprises were found in the demolition of cabins and interiors. 
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Over the years, the need for renovating the floors had 
been answered by laying a thick layer of concrete on 
top of the old floor. This operation had closed the water 
outlets and humidity had had a chance to corrode the 
iron so badly that in some parts it had completely 
disappeared from under the concrete. There were also 
corroded holes in the lower parts of the walls. 
Repairing the damages was difficult but necessary. 
Also the roof structures had been repaired by building 
a new roof on top of the old one. These repairs have 
now been done and the walls of the cabins have been 
sandblasted and primed. 
 
The upper bulwark has been completely renovated, the 
bridge widened restoring its original dimensions, mast 
replaced and placed in its original position, air vent 
pipes replaced, new mahogany doors installed and 
brass portholes acquired, to mention some other tasks. 
In addition to this, a large number of different details in 
the hull, deck structures and interiors have had to be 
replaced. 

 
Repair of the jungle of pipes in the engine 
room of the Turso and removing the oil 
pipes was a massive operation. The two 
boilers of the Turso have been installed 
opposite one another. Photos: Raimo 
Wirrankoski. 
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Introduction to the general public 
 
The goal was to have the outer parts of the vessel in presentable condition 
by the Hamina Tattoo -festival, and even though it was cut close, the deck 
structures were painted on time. 
 
According to plan, the Turso was first introduced to the public in Tervasaari in 
the Hamina Tattoo festival 3rd - 6th of August 2006. In order to save time 
and money, the vessel was not fixed to be in driving condition, but it was 
towed to Hamina, because there was a desire to show what had been 
accomplished to the public and the invited guests. Many visited the vessel 
and the historic exhibition set in its saloon. The Turso got ample media 
coverage in the Hamina Tattoo. 
 
AFTER HAMINA, the vessel was towed to Suomenlinna shipyard for 
servicing and maintenance of the bottom and underwater technology. It was 
a welcome surprise that the bottom of the vessel was in fairly good condition. 
At the shipyard, the bottom was sandblasted, welded seams were repaired, 
the fuel tank leak was repaired and the tank washed. The sea valves, 
anchor, rudder and propeller shaft were serviced. Finally, the bottom was 
primed, the vessel inspected, and it was ready to be moved to Hietalahti. 
 
On the 12th of September in 2006, the Turso was brought from Suomenlinna 
to Hietalahti attached to the side of the towboat Poseidon, owned by the 
company Alfons Håkans. 
 
On the 6th of October in 2006, the Cultural Centre of the City of Helsinki, 
Helsinki Sailing Ship Harbour Association, Traditional Sailing Ship 
Association in Finland, Finnish Steam Yacht Association and Viapori 
Shipyard Association organized a weekend celebrating sea lighthouses in 
the Hietalahti Cultural Harbour. 
 

Turso on exhibit at the Helsinki 
Boat Fair. Photo. Raimo 
Wirrankoski. 



   

  23
   

 

 
 
At the Hamina Tattoo -festival, an 
exhibition presenting the vessel 
was on display in the unfinished 
saloon of the Turso. Photo. Raimo 
Wirrankoski. 

 
This was the Turso's first official appearance at its old hometown harbour 
and at its original shipyard dock. Several hundred visitors came to see the 
vessel and get acquainted with its history. Steam ships Armas, Norrkulla 
and Tommi also participated this steaming hot event. 
 
On the 16th of June 2007, the Finnish Steam Yacht Association organised 
a small-scale steam ship event in Helsinki, in which the association's 
steam ships Juno, Norrkulla, Onka and Tommi transported invited guests 
and members of the public from Helsinki Market Place to Hietalahti in 
order to learn about the renovation project of the Turso. A large number of 
people came to see the ships. 
 

In marine events the Turso has 
hosted the Mayor of the City of 
Helsinki Jussi Pajunen, among 
others. Photo: Matti Pietikäinen. 
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Repairs in Hietalahti 2006 - 2008 
 
In Hietalahti, renovation of the Turso continued uninterrupted beginning 
from the autumn of 2006. Most of the iron structures were completed. 
Among the large-scale tasks have been moving the crew cabin walls to 
their original places, manufacturing the coal boxes and water tanks with 
manholes, making the second door of the boiler room, as well as filling all 
the extra holes in various parts of the vessel. New portholes have been 
installed and interior porthole frames have been made. Ventilation pipes 
of the lower side cabins have been manufactured and funnel lining and 
upper collar repaired. 
 
Because the vessel will be steam-powered, all the devices related to oil 
technology have been removed, and oil tank and bilge have been 
cleaned. Furthermore, all cheque plates in the boiler room and engine 
room have been renewed and the insulation and cinder sheets of the 
boilers have been renewed. Cleaning the technical spaces has 
progressed so well, that in some parts of them, priming and painting has 
already been done. All spaces have been insulated with Sprefix insulation 
material. 

 
Turso's priming in Suomenlinna in 
the summer of 2006. Photo: Matti 
Pietikäinen. 

Previous opening: Turso appearing 
at Hamina Tattoo in the summer of 
2006. Photo: Matti Pietikäinen. 
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 As concerns technology, the condenser backwater pump has been 

serviced by the students at Helsinki Polytechnic Stadia, and condenser 
feed pump has been acquired. 
 
The carpenter has progressed nicely in renovating the cabins. The 
plywood lining of the saloon, kitchen, mess and upper cabin have been 
completed and walls and ceilings painted. Also, renovation of the floors 
has begun in these spaces. The mahogany doors and railings 
manufactured last year have been dismantled for finishing. Gradually, 
the visual appearance of the vessel's interiors has changed 
remarkably. 
 
IN THE SPRING OF 2008, the vessel's electric system is being 
designed with consultancy assistance from experts of Aker and ABB 
Marine. These tasks will include cabling, lighting and storage batteries. 
 
Near future plans include studying the septic tank system. The 
portholes missing on the sides will have to be dismantled from another 
vessel in Rauma and installed on the Turso in order to get natural light 
even in the lower cabins. 
 
Naturally, main engine overhaul and renovation of the boiler room and 
other technology demand much effort. In order to restore the vessel to 
be steam-powered, new grates and boiler doors need to be 
manufactured. 
 
Renovation of the bridge has begun and its technical fitting is planned 
for the spring. 

Turso was brought to Hietalahti being 
towed broadside by Poseidon. Photo. 
SJTY. 
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Goals 
 
We can be fairly sure in assessing that out of the 104 Finnish merchant ships 
handed over to the Soviet Union as war reparation, the Turso is the only one 
remaining. The vessel is a unique monument worth renovating and preserving, 
reminding us of our country's difficult times in the 1940s. Its historic value is 
enhanced by the fact that it has remained steam- powered. The significance of 
steam ships in the history of Finnish industrialization is undeniable, and the 
Turso represents the last stages of that era. 
 
After much research, it turned out that the Turso's home port is Helsinki. 
During the Second World War, Turso's home wharf was by the market place 
and that is where it will moor in the future; at the Lybeck wharf in front of the 
market hall. The war child has returned home! 
 
The association emphasises that the vessel will be turned into a mobile 
museum vessel and the Turso will surely visit all the coastal ports of our 
country, regardless of its home port. 
 
THE GOAL OF THE ASSOCIATION is to renovate the Turso so that it is good 
condition, and restore it as meticulously as possible. Turso will be a mobile 
national museum vessel and a flagship of the fleet of the Finnish Steam Yacht 
Association. It will participate in various maritime events in the Baltic Sea area 
and function as a youth training vessel for steam technology and steam 
shipping. 
 
Our goal is to make the Turso seaworthy by summer of 2008 when the steam 
ship event "Maritime Helsinki" is organized. According to plan, the vessel will 
be at its home wharf at the market place at that time. In the coming summer, 
the Turso has also been invited to participate in the Kotka Maritime Festival, 
so there is no shortage of challenges. For the project schedule to hold, 
financing needs to be ensured, and more supporters are needed. 
 
ABOUT 100 SUPPORT MEMBERS have joined our association and with 
everyone's assistance, we hope to increase that number. Become a ship 
owner and support the future of the Turso by joining the association! Please 
pass this information to your friends and business partners. 
 
Both individuals and organisations may join as support members. Fee for 
joining for individuals is 20 € and annual membership fee 30 €. Fee for joining 
for organizations is 500 € and annual membership fee 250 €. 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS may be addressed either directly to the 
Chairman of the association, pekka.snellman@t-stenbacka.fi or the secretary 
raimo.wirrankoski@netti.fi. 

Previous opening: Layout 
drawing of the interiors of the 
Turso. Photo: Osmo Päivinen/ 
Kauppalehti. 
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Back cover: Turso at 
the Hietalahti shipyard 
before launching in 
January 1944. Photo: 
Indav Oy. 

Harbour Icebreaker S/S Turso Association 
 
Pekka Snellman, chairman 
 
www.turso.fi 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF THE 
ASSOCIATION: 
 
Pekka Snellman + 358 (0)400 737 849, Esko Härö + 358 (0)400 437 008, Ari 
Reunanen + 358 (0)40 835 8581, Raimo Wirrankoski + 358 (0)400 924 212, Matti 
Pietikäinen + 358 (0)40 563 1490, Pekka Salmi + 358 (0)400 468 341, Atso Uusiaho 
+ 358 (0)46 876 7160 and Kaj Sarpaneva + 358 (0)50 522 6700. 
 
SUPPORTERS OF THE ASSOCIATION ARE: 
 
The Jane and Aatos Erkko Foundation, K. Albin Johanssons Stiftelse, National Board 
of Antiquities/ Historic Ship Register, SanomaWSOY Plc, Wärtsilä Plc, Stora Enso 
Plc, Oy T. Stenbacka Ab, ABB Marine Ltd, Rettig Capital Ltd, John Nurminen 
Foundation. 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS ARE: 
 
Oy Asipex Ab, SanomaWSOY Plc, Oy T Stenbacka Ab, Finstaship, 
Kunnossapitoyhdistys, City of Kotka, Kotkan Konepäällikköyhdistys, Suomen 
Konepäällystöliitto, Napa Oy, Port of Helsinki and Pohjola Insurance Company. There 
are about 100 individuals who are support members of the association. 
 
MATERIAL AND SERVICES HAVE BEEN DONATED BY: 
 
Tikkurila Coatings Oy, Ekokem Oy, Kemppi Oy, Kuusakoski Oy, Tecalemit Oy, Oy 
T.Stenbacka Ab, Sähkö-Järvenpää Oy, Monikko Oy, Koja Oy, Waste Oy, Scanferro 
Oy, Mainostoimisto Steve´s Studio, Helsingin Lipputehdas Oy, Haminan Höyrylaiva 
Oy, Pauli Löppönen, Alfons Håkans Oy Ab and Furuno Finland Oy. 
 
In addition to this, Aker Yards Ltd has helped with the renovation site of the vessel. 
The Port of Helsinki has booked mooring accommodation for the Turso at the market 
place; the vessel will be moored there after the renovation is completed. 
 
Warmest thanks to those who assisted in writing and providing photos. 
 
© Satamajäänsärkijä S/S Turso yhdistys ry, 2008 
 
LEAFLET DESIGN, WORD PROCESSING AND LAYOUT: 
 
Matti Pietikäinen and Raimo Wirrankoski 
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